
Case 6: Stage IV NSCLC With Brain Metastases

• A 57-year-old woman is incidentally found to have a 4 cm lung 
mass and multiple lung nodules on CT chest/abdomen/pelvis

• An MRI of brain identifies 3 brain metastases and the patient is 
asymptomatic from these

• The patient’s tumor has a PD-L1 score of 60%
• Her ECOG PS is 1
• Molecular testing results reveal no actionable genomic alteration

• What is the optimal next step?



Unmet Need: Brain Metastases
Gaps in Knowledge

Hendriks L, et al. ESMO 2023. 



Brain Metastases
Chemo-ICI (+/-ICI) Data in 1L NSCLC

Hendriks L, et al. ESMO 2023. Powell SF, et al. J Thorac Oncol. 2021;16(11):1883-1892. Carbone D, et al. WCLC 2021. Abstract OA09.01. Reck M, et al. ESMO IO 2021.



CheckMate 227 Part 1: 5-Year OS and icPFS 
in Patients With Baseline Brain Metastases

Reck M, et al. J Thorac Oncol. 2023;18(8):1055-1069.



CheckMate 9LA: 3-Year OS and PFS in 
Patients With Baseline Brain Metastases

Paz-Ares LG, et al. J Thorac Oncol. 2023;18(2):204-222.



Immunotherapy Trial Data for Untreated 
Brain Mets

Goldberg SB, et al. Lancet Oncol. 2020;21(5):655-663. Nadal E, et al. J Clin Oncol. 2023;41(28):4478-4485.

Atezo-chemo N=40, 55% baseline steroids



Ongoing Phase II/III trials for NSCLC and 
Untreated Asymptomatic BM
Selected trials evaluating systemic treatment strategies



We Need Trials to Evaluate the Best Treatment 
Strategy
Selected ongoing phase II/III trials for NSCLC & untreated BM combining 
systemic therapy & local therapy



With targeted therapies, you could envisage 
scenarios where combination small 

molecule plus immunotherapy...could be 
very effective in the brain.

Patrick Forde, MD
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